
¦ TURKEY IN EUROPE AND ITS DEPENDENCIES.
/

M^ap Showing the Danube "Valley and the Several Turkish Strongholds Threatened by the .Russian Armies, the Railroad Lines
and the "Positions of Servia and Alontenegro.
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Notes from the Headquarters at
Kischeneff.

NARROW ESCAPE OF THE GRAND DUKE

Official Status of War Correspondents
with the Russian Army.

Otpective Point of the Asiatic
Campaign.

Kiscbkkkpp, Maj*«, 1877.
Fhare ii a most important quosiiou which i desire

B disoaea in tbls loltor, a question closely associated
rttb fto present war between Russia and Turkey, and
Jtocauso be time has come when a solution o( it is
absolutely necessary. I refer to the request ot the
newspaper correspondents to be permitted to follow
the Russian armies and have an enlrif. In their camps.
This matter, of course, Is of direct Interest to tho
readers of newspapers, or, more properly writing. 10
the entire world, for the correspondent is tho real ftp.
reseninttTe of tbe public, en embassador who Root
forth to deal with salient facts, and It might bn said
In passing, without any specially fluttering allusions
to ourselves, that if all ambassadors performed their
duties as conscientiously as tho Journalist tbe general
condition of affairs In tho world would bo vastly im¬

proved.
rnn Russians asd tub ritrss.

On principle It seems to have boon decided that no
outsiders should follow tbe armies, and Journalists
were to be excluded bccauio they wore considered fac¬
tious and Indlscroel in dealing with passing cvonts.
rbta was uuCsrstooa to bo Irrevocable, and tbcro
teemed to be a gouoral arquiosenco In tbe decision,
nrhen suddenly England i^uirzod a lutlo bureau lor
tbo forwarding of letters and despatches; and »o well
was It organized tbat tbe loast event was made known
to the world almost as soon ns It bad transpired.
To show how rapidly ibis bureau acted it need only be
¦aid that It has already reporiod victories by Turks
wblcb thoy have not yet won. Without the aid
of tbts bureau thoso would probably never bavc
been he*rd of. This very practical mode oi procedure
.ft tbo part of tho English rather toak tho thiol of
Bis IT o' the Grand Duko Nicholas by sur¬

prise, and be began to roasrii thus:."If
every tirao that a Turkish corporal sees a

Cossack in ibe distance England undertakes to Inun¬
date tbe two bomisptiores with despatches stating thai
the Russian army has been put to route by force of
bearing it repeated tho world at last will come to bo-
lieve it truo if tbore Is no ono to contradict it Now
who can contradict it by simply tolling tbe truth 7
The impartial correspondent"
Ttins It cnmc to be recognized that a Journalist bad

bis good Bldo, and that It might bo well to admit him
to ibe nrmios of ttfe Czar. This decision was arrived

at in a general council held by the Commander-in-
Chief whllo tbo Czar was still at Kischo
nell'. There ware present His Imperial Highness
the Grand I>uko Constantino and his sod,
Gcnerale Ncpogollchinski and I.ovltzki and his flrsi
and second chiefs ol stafT.-Prince Tcherkoskl, Chtof
of Civil Service; Colonel Hnseukampf and General Ig-
nattcf, ll was the laftcr who pleaded tho canto of
the correspondents with tho greatest warmth, and
finally won the victory. Rut even alter the Idea was

adoplod another difficulty arose, namely.the putting
Into practice, which, in view of the babtts ef thecouu
try. was not so easy.

In Russia, as Is well known, nothing is printed with¬
out the approval of the official censor, who Approves
or forbids the publication. Thero waa naturally some
Intention to subject the foreign correspon
dents to this system, l'hti proposition, how¬
ever, could not bo maintained lor a moment.
It waa seon that the correspondents would
offer an energetic opposition or would evade tho rule.
From another point of view under existing conditions
persous passing for correspondents, and who,
perhaps, do write for jouruale, which accept
ihoir letters at a very low price, circulate
without being attached te any Important news¬

paper. Among these workers thero could easily
gltdo another class of individuals, who at a given mo¬

ment would bo iikoiy to send their inlormatloa tonny
other address bat to a newspapor, end so compro¬
mise seriously the success ol important military
operations. It was after woighlng these and other
reasons that the following resolution was taken by
the Grand DukeCorrespondents of great newspapers
duly presented by a guarantor, who will go security
for them, will he duly authorized to accompany the
army, and will be offered every facility. That is to
say, ihey will ho permitted to movo about freely every¬
where and will be furnished with all facilities for
transportation, and an officer will he appointed to fur¬
nish thorn all the Information thny desire.

CHiPPt.Kn eoHMtsrnvrmxTA.
This officer wag immediately appointed, the choice

tailing on Colonel Haeonkanipf, and permission was
st ouco granted to two correspondents, one French
and ihe other American. Word was imme¬
diately sent to them, and the following day
they presented themselves 10 tho Colonel,
who was surprised at seeing them, as the
reader can well nm!ermod. I must »ay that
those two privileged persons have the reputation.
though modesty forbid* mo. to say n it ho merited.of
ho og tho greatest reporters In iho world. New at this
moment both w-to suffering from sure feet. One bed
corns, and tho other hid bcou hurl by a tail
from hie horse, so that they arrived hobbling
along on their crutches as oesi tlicy could. Imagine
the surprise of colonel H.senknmpf, who expected to
meet two inen lull of onergy and activity, when two
lame men presented thoniielveit
When these iwro cripples had taken senta, the Colonel,

who is a charming man, staled thai ail that was asked
of them was no: to speak abo at inc movements 01 the
Raman troops while they woro being carried out.
which is only lust.nod to have sent to the staff copies
ol tho journals they represent lu order that tho r let-
ters might ho utilized in tho book which
Is to t>u written about the war, and also, perhaps.
though this was not hinted.to sec that they are nbt
too severo. Thle being understood, the Colonel
sent the two Journalists to tho photographer's,
beenu.so there remained one lormality to bo ful¬
filled.namely, the Issue of Ihe sufo conduct.
and to prevent errors om well an to prevent spies Irons
killing the correspondents in order to get possession
ol their passports, It has been decided that tbo selo

PLAN OF STLISTRIA AND ITS DEFENCES.

Siimtrla is jtistlv regarded by the Turks »; one

of (tie most Important detsnsivs positions hold by
them on the Dan oho. Immediately in front of
the town on the Koiiin.auiau sido of the river the

country is low and marshy and intersected only
by roads that can be easily blocked If the works are

supported by gunboat* on the rlvor. The village
of Kattarascb can also ho seized and eon-

verted into a strong f-Ve-rfe-ponf, within easy
and well covefed distanco Irora tho river.

Kven monitors could be sent up tho Hortsh
to aid in the delonro of Kaltarasch. Tho numerous

islands in the Danube below Slhttrla, however, afTord
considerable laoihttes for bridging to an army
that has gained the noribern bank and Is
not interrupted by gunboats. .\ placo of

crossing can bo selected below tho town

and out of range of us guns; but the success of tbo

opor itiou would depend on the seasou and the rivor

levels. It is evident from tho plan of the defences,
accurately givou on tho above map, that Silistria fears

daugcr from Itio east an I south. From tho cast, because
of tbe facilities for crossing tho river on that side

and Irom the south because tho place is dominated by
the hills toward Rasgrad and bchurula. where an in-

conduct shall he written on the back of a photograph,
which will he stamped with the Commander-in-
duet's soul. To this new kind ot passport
will be Jolnel sctno outward mark or sign
which has not yet been decided upon. At first a unt-

vesting force could establish Itself, while nnolhor part
of the invading army could operate frmn the n ver sides.
The outlying forts are constructed chleflv of earth¬
work and form a semicircle of detenoo i round the main
wa l at About five Irindrod yards distance therefrom.
At the main wall and the works of the cltad|I, which
Is next to tha river front, would toon suc¬
cumb to modern rifled artillery, the de¬
fence of the lown depends wholly ou theso
outlying forts. Tho principal works are Ports
Mcdschid and Arabtabia. 'I lie latter work It connected
with P ort Oliantl, by a line of strong Intrcnehmcote,
which sro constructed along tho crest of a bill and
faco toward the east, fort Anthubia Hanks this line and
l" supported in turn by P'ort Ordu, which nlao supports
Fcrt Medscbtd. The western defeuces of the town are

of a mtuor ordor, tha engineers deeming the eastern
lines morn important. Keaides, the width nt the
DaHM above Siltstrm Is suab as to preclude tho
possibility of bridging It in the faro of a lew
batteries of artillery on the Turkish side. It is prop*,
bit that the Russians will i^iproach Slllstrla front the
westward, on tho Bulgarian atdo 01 the river, but the
Turks will eroct additional defences and make a long
and stubborn resistance.

form was spoken of.for the Russians have a erait for
uniform*--but It Is almost certain that an armlet,
marked wltb an imparted eagle ami which can
ho hcou at a good distance, will bo
adopted. Id tbts way all tba precautions

have been taken. The soldiers will be nblo to recog¬
nize by the armlet those who will bare a right to puis,
and officers will oc able, by means ef the photograph.
In extimino (lie identity ot the wearer.
The corrcspondouta will note what they see

and Colonel Hnsonkampl will kebp them Informed
ot what they might guess at. .so that alter wishing
to have nothing to do with nowspapcr correspondents
at drrt Kussta hna otided By doing what
was never done before .11 any war by con¬

ferring on correspondents what may bo regarded
as official rank. However these wise precautions
have produced considerable discontent Those un¬

locked lor advantages have had the result of begetting
numberless demands lor appointment, which in very
few cusos have boon successful. At this mo¬

ment only s-even in alt have received the
desired authorization, which haB already caused a

chorus or complaints; but what will it bo when the
stall arrive at Hucbarost, wbero a whole battalion ot

correspondents nwslt lis arrival1'
I.VKNTS MARCH SLOWLV.

And since 1 bavo written the word "wail" I may
as well as are you Ibat waiting plays a p»i
part 111 this campaign. The plan of action
Is altogether tHffitreil ftChi that of the
Germans in tho last war. .'everything was done
by ihem with celerity. They pushed ahead at

ntiv cost. But the Danube allows both
parties In the present strugglo to operate
at tnsir ease. The Russians tako up positions at the
mo t advantageous points on tho left bank, while
tho Turks fortify the right. II any sign
of tilo is u:in;f#sieJ amid these military
mathematics it s by the gunboats that glide about II e

river; but they will not long continue their prom,
enuding, lor tho batteries 011 the banks ami the tor¬

pedoes under the water will soon keep thein 'imet.
Howes or. Hie other day, I am told, an officer of the

staff, named Keller, taking advantage of the darkness,
Crossed ovor the Danube. Ho was accompanied only
by four Cossacks, and was sbls 10 penetrate lar
enough Into tho Turkish Hues to gut at Wis telegraph,
which bo cut. Th s ndvsnitire, inure h -roic than uso-

lui, will not fail to cnll attention to this valiant officer.
TilK RUSSIA* I'OWCT.

If, bowsver, events arc inarching slowly in Kurope
tho same cannot be said ol Asia, wbero tho In¬
vaders are advancing by lorced m irches
toward freb sonde, which I* tho objective point.
On this subject I must tell you a rumor which
t* gradually taking shape, and winch 1 w II endeavor
to translate tor you as well as 1 can. The Kuropean
campaign will bo only a show. Its aim Is merely to
koep the links on th * sido of 1110 Boa-
pbOfQR tnd permit Russia 10 bavo an nrr%
ready to meet any compln atoms that may arise in the
West. During tins time Trtbixond, which 11 the
key to the commerce ol the entire East, will bo
Kcued. What rives weight to thorn allegations 11 tho
profound proo'-cupstioo shown by Russian statesmen id
view ol tho armed demonstration which England Is
preparing 10 make In Egypt. Aud especially the in¬

voluntary osgertiess which General IgoatieO shows In
talking about A. u. The ancient Ambassador to Con¬
stantinople is evidently tho soul ol what Is going
on, aud it may perhaps be justly considered
as his personal work. Whether these suppo itions *re

true or lalsc, too rnucb Importance must not bo given
to thotn, because in war unexpected events.ehnnce,
so 10 spi sk.direct 'flairs niore than nteu. In all oases

we should keep our readers Inlorined on what is part¬
ing.

I have already said that watting seemed to be the
order of the day. Those wbo but obey it are the

Jews, bore fry numorouc sod still ob the ioereste. .

Theso birds of pray du not wait like thj vultnres,
wbx only appear after Iho battle to feed ua

the cadaver*, they are here whetting their appetite
Beforehand, ai you will eve. A large contract was to

Dc triado. A telegram was ecnt to a hi* contractor.
The Jews Knew e.' the affair, because they loaf tn thl
telegraph off1 tea, *» well as :o the Tost Ufllco and
everywhere else The/ hail read over the shoul¬
der of the clerk ami Icarnod the conditions

proposed. VThen tho contractor arrived the contract
had been given, for the Jews had taken It at a few

cepecks lower than the contractor'* offer. They
also watch the soldiers, for wnom silver and geld
roubles have been specially provided. K*rb
man has reeoived eight roubles, and, little accustomed
to handle anything but paper money, the soldtor does
not know the real valne of hi* smail fortune, which
the Jews succeed Is extracting .'rem him si about
half its value. All this is done with an

accompaniment of kicks, which ths Jew takes very
philosophically on the ono band while be fills his

pockets on the other. When the bargstn is concluded
the kicks ars soon no more, but the silver roubles re*

main.
Tits first snot.

I.kit Sbtnrdsy His Imperial Highness the Grand
D ike moved his quarters for the lirat lime. Nowe
came that tlm Turks nnd appeared before
Brails with Dvo gunboats. This demonstra¬
tion wa<, properly speaking, the beginning of
hostilities, t'llleon sbolls loll id iho town with¬
out doing mora damage than woundiug au
unfortunato Roumanian, who Is not yet dead, hut who
nnghl as well tie. Tho field batteries replied.
A smokestack und a rudder of two gunboats
were tarried away, and two Turks tell victim
in (his demonstration. They are with ths
Roumanian the only victims so far on the Itnnob*
The ofTcnslvo was undertaken at tho samo time at

Itirail, Real and Galats It was to the first
of theso towns that tho Grand Duke burrisd.
Ila reviewed the troops, chatttug wltn ths
soldiers, who aro very much attached 14
him. <>n their side the Turks paid Uitn their respect*.
This time it was no longer gunboats which flrad, but
mnultors. Two shots were very woll directed. They
were eight inru shells, but usltbsr or tbont
exploded. One ol theso fell within a tew

yards of the Grand Duke. The Rusk an battor.es Dot

having received their heavy pi.as did not reply. Mow-
over «omoCUorko*.scs, or If you prefer it Basbl Bstouks,
who Irorn adjacent heights were watching tbc stair,
discharged tbolr rifles, and notwithstanding tbe great
distance tho whistling of ths balls ooaid bi
heard unpleasantly close. Proceeding* stopped
there. The Grand I'uke returned to Kis-
chtuefT yesterday evening. No news has been
received about the operations In tbo Caucasus. Ths
departure of tbo etnfl Is now 0ted for the 23d. Read-
quarters will no established north or Bucharest, al
i'ioesci.

HUE ON CANAL STIl&ET.

Shortly afier eight o'clock last night a Are broke out
on the third floor of tho tour story brick building No.
.181 Canal street, owned by John Morton. Tb* engines
wers soon on the spot, but tbe flames gained consider*
nbl* headway beforo being extinguished. Tbe losses
aro as follows .Third floor, occupied by Kresser 4 Ca,
dealers lu lancy goods, $1,000; second floor. Charles
Carpenter, lump skirts $500; first floor, i.eggeit 4
Denbolm, furnishing goods, $>00. Tho fourth floor,
which was occupied by C. A H. SufTrlan, woolleu goods,
was slightly damaged by water and smoke. Tho build-
iDg was damaged to tbe osteal of about $1,000, Mew
the fir* oriAlastsd Is uU«*a>


